Skilled in the Word of Righteousness 



Dare to Disagree 

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have 
need that one teach you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as 
have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every 
one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of 
righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat 
belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by 
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil. 
Hebrews 5:12-14 (KJV) O 

I find it quite strange when Christians thump their chests proudly 
exckirning that they will not engage another to confront their false 
doctrine as if it were some feather in their cap. As Christians we must 
overcome our aversion to disagreement over doctrine, it pleases God greatly when His people have enough 
regard for His word that they contend with others over it. One caveat though, we must examine our hearts and 
our intentions thoroughly. We must be guided by the Spirit of truth (John 15:26 U KJV) in all matters. 

Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 
Proverbs 27:17 (KJV) © 

We must not be motivated by a desire to "win the debate" but to seek truth as its own reward. Remember, a 
person motivated by the Spirit of truth can never really lose a debate. This is because if the other person has 
proven their point you have gained knowledge that you didn't previously possess, gained experience in defending 
your ideas and hopeiuHy admitted defeat gracefully. Truth must always prevail in these matters, and we get our 
truth from scripture. If you do not like being corrected often I strongly advise you to get your doctrine well 
grounded in the Word before engaging others. As always examine your heart and be sure you are motivated by 
love and concern for the souls of others, not pride. 

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longs uffe ring and doctrine. 
2 Timothy 4:2 (KJV) © 

As in the game of Chess we need to recognize when we have arrived at a stalemate. When we're dealing with an 
extremely seductive false doctrine such as "Once Saved, Always Saved" our opponents will often reftise to admit 
defeat. To them a stalemate seems like a victory, but that is where the similarity to Chess ends. In truth they have 
lost everything, and have only succeeded in wearing down your patience. There is no one quite as blind as the 
person with their eyes firmly shut. 




We Are Required to Warn, Not Convince 



Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, 
and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him 
warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be 
remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
Ezekiel 3:20 (KJV) © 

It is important to remember that God does not require us to convince others, but to warn them I used to think I 
had to win souls to build the kingdom Recently though the Holy Spirit has impressed upon my heart that we get 
credit in Heaven for every person we warn, whether they change their ways or not. I often like to press the 
matter a little further than necessary, because they will often come up with the most irrational justifications for 
clinging to their doctrine. 

As you become experienced in engaging others in these types of discussions you will notice patterns emerge. 
Circular reasoning, logical fallacies and such are certainly evident, but by far the most common problem facing 
Christians today is simply a lack of faith in the inerrancy of God's word. The Bible must be our final authority on 
all matters of doctrine. I advise you take notes on the types of bad reasoning used, so when another person uses 
it you can immediately recognize it. Always keep the focus on the doctrine in question, not the person, and never 
use anything but God's Word to prove a point. 

Get Your Answers Directly From the Source 

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 
Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and 
of men, not a few. 
Acts 17:11-12 (KJV) □ 

The example of the Bereans is clear; we are to search the scriptures for our answers. Paul commended the 
Bereans for searching the scriptures to see if what he said was true. Any pastor worth his salt must do the same. 
If your pastor insists that you to come to him for the answers, run! 

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that 
any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no he, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him 
1 John 2:27 (KJV) © 

Satan seeks to disrupt our relationship with Christ, to insert himself and his agents between us and God's word. 
Some will vehemently deny that their dear pastor has inserted themselves between them and Christ. This may be 
true, however if your first thought is to run to your church, pastor or Christian friends on matters of doctrine it is 
you that is guilty of inserting them between you and Christ. Christ wants a church that is dependent on no one but 
Him 

Keep it Simple 

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh 



pre ache th another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, 
which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might 
well bear with him 
2 Corinthians 11:3-4 (KJV) 

Lastly, it is important that we remember the simplicity that is Christ and His gospel. It was made for the common 
man to understand, not the theologian. If you are unclear about any doctrine in the long run it will be more 
profitable to do a bible study on the subject and pray about it than to go to another person for guidance. 



